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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the.  year  1951. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Population — The  population  shown  by  the  Census, 
1931  was  9,217,  and  the  estimated 
population  1951,  16,540,  an  increase  of 
1,190  compared  with  1949 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1951)  ... 

Rateable  value  at  1-4-51 

Amount  produced  by  a penny  rate  ... 


33.264 


16,540 

3.098 

£97.712 

£380 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-three  Births,  109  male  and  124 
female,  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  of 
14. 1 compares  with  the  rate  of  14.4  per  1,000  in  1950.  Five 
of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 

Stillbirths. 

There  were  four  stillbirths  during  the  year,  2 male  and  2 
female,  making  a stillbirth  rate  of  17  per  1,000,  total  live  and 
stillbirths,  compared  with  a rate  of  26  for  1950. 
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Deaths. 

One  hundred  and  forty-eight  deaths,  73  male  and  75 
female,  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  death  rate  at 
8.9  per  1,000  compares  with  a death  rate  of  10.3  per  1,000 
in  1950. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Eight  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  39  compared  with  45  in  1950. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

TWO  YEARS  OF  AGE Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  all  ages  i 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 

System  i 

Deaths  from  Cancer ' 22 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


The  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Rural 
District  residents  in  1951  : — 


Cmtse  of  Death. 

Influenza  ... 

Cancer  of  stomach... 

,,  breast  ... 

,,  respiratory  tract 

,,  uterus  ... 

,,  all  other  sites  .. 

Vascular  lesions  

Heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia ... 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

Diabetes  

Nephritis  ... 

Tuberculosis  ...  ,. 


Male  Female  Total 


167 

3—3 

— 44 
3—3 

— II 

7 4 II 

5 8 13 

18  23  41 

7 6 13 

3 4 7 

3 I 4 

I I 2 

I I 2 

1 — I 

2 — 2 
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Cause  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  i i 
Disease  of  prostate  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

Congenital  malformations  — i 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ...  8 15 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

Other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  i — 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i — 


2 

3 

I 

23 

3 

I 

I 


72  76  148 


The  chief  cause  of  death  of  Rural  District  residents  as 
shown  by  the  above  table  : Heart  Disease  41,  Vascular  and 
other  circulatory  diseases  26,  Cancer  22,  and  Respiratory 
diseases  13. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  heart,  vascular  and  circulatory 
diseases  combined  at  67  were  nearly  half  of  the  total  deaths, 
and  deaths  from  Cancer  amounts  to  nearly  one-seventh  of 
total  deaths. 


The  table  below  shows  comparisons  for  the  years  1947-51 
between  birth  and  death  rates  in  England  and  Wales,  148 
smaller  towns  and  this  district. 


England  and  148  Smaller  Towns  Fylde 

Wales  25-50,000  population  Rural  District 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

1947  . 

..  20.5 

12.0  ... 

22.2 

11.9  ... 

20.7 

11.6 

1948  . 

..  17.9 

10.8  ... 

19.2 

10.7  ... 

16.7 

9-3 

1949  . 

..  16.7 

11.7  ... 

18.0 

11.6  ... 

19.4 

10.7 

1950  . 

..  15-8 

11.6  ... 

16.7 

11.6  ... 

14.4 

10.3 

1951  • 

••  15-5 

12.5  ... 

16.7 

12.5  ... 

14.1 

8.9 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Personnel. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


A.  Dodd,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
D.P.H. 


Other  Appointments  held  : Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough 

of  Lytham  St.  Annes,  and  Urban 
Districts  of  Poult on-le-Eylde  and 
Kirkham.  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Health  Division 
No.  3,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : H.  Graham,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.R.S.I. 

Additional  Sanitary 

Inspector  : A.  C.  Gittins,  M.S.I.A.,  M.I.P.H.H. 

A.R.San.I. 


Hospital  Facilities. 

For  general  cases  the  main  hospitals  used  are  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  of  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee,  and  the  Blackpool  Victoria,  Wesham  Park, 
and  Lytham  St.  Annes  Hospitals  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  Infectious  diseases  are 
admitted  to  the  Devonshire  Road  Hospital,  Blackpool, 
excepting  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis  and  Smallpox.  Main 
provision  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  at  Elswick  Sanatorium. 
Accommodation  for  Smallpox  is  provided  by  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  Ainsworth  Smallpox  Hospital, 
near  Bury. 


AmBULANCE  Facilities. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council.  Ambulance  Stations  in  No.  3 Health 
Division  of  the  Lancashire  County  are  located  at  Wesham, 
St.  Annes,  Thornton  and  Fleetwood.  The  service  is  adequate. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  specimens  are  carried  out 
at  the  laboratories  of  the  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital  and  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  The  latter  laboratory  is  also  used  for 
the  examination  of  water  and  milk  samples. 
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Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

General  nursing  cases  and  confinements  are  attended  by 
District  Nurses  and  Midwives  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

Venereal  Disease  Service. 

Facilities  for  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  are  available 
at  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital  and  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE,  AND  OTHER 
CLINICS.  FYLDE  AREA  OF  LANCASHIRE 
ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical 
clinic. 

Clinics  of  the  County  Council,  held  in  the  Rural  District, 
at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  are  as  follows  : — 

Freckleton — Methodist  Sunday  School. 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C. 

p.m.  Immunisation  (fourth  Monday 
. in  each  month). 

p.m.  Vaccination  (fourth  Monday  in 
each  month). 


Salwick — Social  Centre,  Ministry  of  Supply. 

Wednesday...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (first  and  third  Wednes- 
day in  each  month), 
p.m.  Immunisation  (Third  Wednes- 
day in  each  month), 
p.m.  Vaccination  (Third  Wednesday 
in  each  month). 


Singleton — Church  Hall. 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (first  and  third  Monday 
. in  each  month). 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Set  out  below  are  particulars  of  the  sampling  carried  out 
under  the  above  Act  in  the  Fylde  Rural  District  during  1951 
by  the  Sampling  Officers  of  the  County  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. 
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A total  of  6o  samples  was  obtained  ; of  these  54  were  of 
milk  (this  total  includes  2 Channel  Islands  Milk)  and  the  6 
others  comprised  : — 

I Ice  Cream  i Mincemeat 

1 Olive  Oil  I Malt  and  Cocoa  Beverage 

2 Whisky 


All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst 
to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 

Sample  Result  of  Analysis.  Action  taken. 


I Formal  Dehcient  5.0  per  cent.  fat. 

Milk 

I Formal  Deficient  2.9  per  cent,  solids-not- 
Milk  fat  and  the  freezing  point  indi- 
cated the  presence  of  3.1  per  cent, 
extraneous  water. 


I Formal  Deficient  16.6  per  cent,  fat  and  low 
Milk.  in  solids-not-fat. 


']  Same 
I Vendor. 

I Vendor 
cautioned 
I and  further 
I samples 
J obtained. 

^ Farm 
I visited  and 
y further 
I sample 
J obtained. 


I Formal  Deficient  6.6  per  cent,  fat  and  low 
Milk.  in  solids-not-fat. 


} 


Vendor 

Notified. 


I Formal  Deficient  10. i per  cent,  solids-not- 
Milk  fat  and  the  freezing  point  indicated 
the  presence  of  5.9  per  cent,  ex- 
traneous water. 

I Formal  Deficient  17  per  cent,  solids-not- 
Milk.  fat  and  the  freezing  point  indicated 
the  presence  of  4.3  per  cent,  ex- 
traneous water. 


I Formal  Deficient  12.2  per  cent,  solids-not- 
Milk.  fat  and  the  freezing  point  indicated 
the  presence  of  10.2  per  cent,  of  ex- 
traneous water. 


I Formal  Deficient  6.3  per  cent,  solids-not- 
Milk.  fat  and  the  freezing  point  indicated 
the  presence  of  3.6  per  cent,  ex- 
traneous water. 


Same 

Vendor. 

Prosecution. 

Vendor  fined 
£50  with  10 
gns.  costs. 
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Sample.  Result  of  Analysis.  Action  taken. 

I Formal  Deficient  4.2  per  cent,  solids-not- 
Milk.  fat  and  the  freezing  point  indicated 
the  presence  of  2.1  per  cent,  ex- 
traneous water. 

J 

I Informal  Deficient  10  per  cent,  fat  and  low  \ Vendor 
Milk.  in  solids-not-fat.  / Notified. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  notifiable 
diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 

1951 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1 95 1. 


notifiable 

DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles  (excluding 
rubella) 

Whooping  Cough 
Ac.  Pneumonia  . . 
Erysipelas 
Dysentery 
Enteric  or  Typhoid 
Fever  (excluding  Para- 
typhoid) 

Totals  . . 


TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 


rt  Sc 


Age  Periods — Years 


57 


Hospital 


¥ - 
> c 

o « 


The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  generally  was  low. 
Scarlet  Fever  remained  mild  and  the  number  of  cases  declined 
to  22  compared  with  39  in  1950. 

There  was  a rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  after 
the  very  low  incidence  in  the  previous  year.  One  case  of 
typhoid  fever  occurred.  This  was  a girl  aged  five  years 
living  at  an  R.A.F.  Camp,  who  was  having  post-poliomyelitis 
exercises.  The  parents  were  reported  to  have  had  severe 
enteric  infection  in  India  but  tests  made  did  not  indicate  a 
carrier  state  in  the  parents.  The  girl  recovered. 


to  district 


lU 


Eighteen  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery  were  notified — 
fifteen  were  old  persons  at  Wesham  Park  Hospital  and  “The 
Highlands,”  Wesham,  or  young  children  from  “The  Highlands” 
Nursery.  The  remaining  three  cases  occurred  in  two  families 
who  lived  in  close  connection.  The  district  was  free  from 
infantile  paralysis  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

A Tuberculosis  service  is  provided  in  its  various  aspects 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  and  the  District  Council.  The  Hospital  Board  is 
responsible  mainly  for  treatment,  the  County  Council  for 
prevention,  care  and  after-care,  and  the  Sanitary  Authority 
for  prevention.  A Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  provided 
by  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  Hospital  and  Chest 
Clinic  facilities  by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1951. 


AGE  PERIODS. 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years. 

0 — 

1 — 

5—  

lo — 

^5—  

20 — 

^5—  

35 — 

45—  

55—  

65  and  upwards  . 
Unknown 

I 

1 

2 

5 

3 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

... 

Totals 

9 

3 

2 

4 

I 

... 

^ 

. 

j 

Y 

Y 

12  6 I Nil. 
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The  number  of  notified  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  increased  compared  with  1950. 

In  conclusion,  I thank  the  Members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee and  the  Officers  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  and 
particularly  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  for  courtesy  and  help. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DODD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Fylde  Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Wesham. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Fylde  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  my  Sixth  Annual 
Report  upon  the  work  of  this  Department  ; the  report  being 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

Work  has  gone  on  steadily  in  all  branches  of  work,  but 
the  bugbear  of  low  rents  and  the  high  cost  of  repairs  is  still  a 
great  handicap  to  the  achieving  of  any  quick  results.  A 
great  deal  of  re-visiting,  persuasion  and  diplomacy  is  necessary 
to  secure  even  small  repairs.  Inspection  of  Food  premises 
and  sampling  of  milk  and  ice  cream  has  been  carried  out 
regularly,  with  samples  being  taken  chiefly  from  retailers 
of  ungraded  milk  who  appear  to  receive  no  attention  from  any 
other  quarter.  The  housing  survey  has  proceeded  as  quickly 
as  possible,  and  a daily  survey  carred  out  of  the  work  being 
undertaken  by  the  Council’s  refuse  collection  staff.  This 
survey  has  shown  that  the  scavenging  service  is  stretched 
about  as  far  as  it  will  go,  and  one  man  off  sick  or  on  holiday 
has  serious  effects  on  the  whole  service.  Salvage  collection 
has  gone  apace  and  details  of  materials  collected  are  set 
out  later  in  the  report.  The  recording,  filing  and  investigation 
of  all  housing  applications  continues  to  occupy  considerable 
time,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  lists  and  the 
information  as  up-to-date  as  is  possible, 
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During  the  year  Mr.  Gittins,  the  Additional  Sanitary 

Inspector  was  successful  in  securing  the  Meat  and  Food 
Inspectors  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitar}^  Institute. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  during  the 

year 

Inspections  (details  below)  

2,733 

Re-visits  

343 

Informal  notices  served  ... 

8o 

Statutory  notices  served  ... 

7 

Defects  and  Nuisances  discovered 

92 

Number  abated 

73 

Legal  Proceedings  

Nil 

Inspections  in  connection  with  : — 

Bakehouses... 

14 

Food  premises 

134 

Ice  Cream  Premises  

27 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

9 

Food  Bye-laws 

8i 

Food  Inspection 

31 

Sampling 

92 

Drains  and  Sewers... 

i88 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

17 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

291 

Dwelling  Houses  : On  complaint 

44 

Housing  Acts 

289 

Movable  Dwellings 

153 

Owners  and  Agents 

89 

Housing  Applications 

226 

Factories  Acts  ...  ...  .;. 

93 

Shops  Acts  ... 

206 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ... 

7 

Infectious  Diseases 

21 

Pests  Act  : No.  of  properties  inspected  .. 

301 

,,  ,,  No.  of  properties  treated 

13 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  , , ; 

219 
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Slaughterhouses. 

All  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  remain  closed 
and  meat  is  supplied  to  the  butchers’  shops  from  the  abattoir 
at  St.  Annes.  The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  21. 


Food  Inspection. 


Thirty-one  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  food 
inspection,  and  the  following  goods  were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption 

lbs.  ozs. 


Canned  Cherries.. 
Bacon 

Meat  (Fresh) 

(Frozen)  .. 
Tinned  Ham 
Gammon  Ham  .. 

Tripe  

Canned  Pilchards 
,,  Brisling.. 
,,  vSalmon  .. 


,,  Sphaghetti  and 
Dried  Peas 
Cheese 
Butter 
Canned  Milk 
Peanut  Butter  . 
Canned  Peaches. 

,,  Greengages 
,,  Grapes  ... 
Puree  (Meat  and  Fruit) 
Bottled  Pineapple 

Treacle  

Sponge  Mixture  . . . 


Sausage 


45  15 

68  9 

47  o 
148  o 
8 8 

11  12 
70  o 

13  2 

03 

04 

2 O 
I O 
168  O 

20  O 

4 4 

I o 
4 o 

1 14 

2 4 
7 o 

12  2i 
12 

36  O 

14  8 


'^TAL  : 6 cwt.  15  lbs.  14^  ozs. 
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There  are  nine  bakehouses  in  the  area  and  minor  faults 
found  have  been  remedied.  All  were  found  to  be  clean  and 
well  maintained.  Fourteen  visits  were  made  to  these  pre- 
mises, and  eighty-one  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  of  all 
kinds  in  connection  with  the  Food  Handling  Bye-laws. 
All  shops  selling  food  were  supplied  with  display  cards  re- 
questing customers  to  refrain  from  bringing  dogs  into  premises 
where  food  is  sold. 

There  are  forty-two  premises  registered  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  This  is  an  increase  of  15  over  last 
year,  and  one  wonders  whether  we  are  eating  more  ice  cream 
or  whether  the  trade  is  killing  itself  by  taking  more  retailers 
to  sell  the  same  amount  of  ice  cream.  The  only  producer  in 
the  district  of  a cold  mix  ice  cream  has  ceased  production  and 
now  receives  supplies  from  one  of  the  large  wholesale  manu- 
facturers. Twenty-seven  inspections  were  made  of  ice 
cream  premises  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sampling  : 55  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
examination  with  the  following  results : — 

B.  COLI  METH.  BLUE 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

40  15  20  35 

GRADE 

1234 

20  14  10  II 

Included  in  the  above  are  samples  of  ice  cream  produced 
within  the  area  of  the  Council.  The  results  of  these  samples 
were  : — 

B.  COLI.  METH.  BLUE 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

16  I 6 II 

GRADE 

1234 

6434 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  local  authority  is  still  responsible  for  the  control  of 
dairy  premises  other  than  at  a farm,  and  for  milk  shops,  and 
these  have  been  visited  at  regular  intervals.  Milk  sampling 
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is,  for  the  most  part,  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  so  little  appears  to  be  done 
that  it  was  felt  that  from  a public  health  point  of  view  some 
sampling  ought  to  be  carried  out  by  this  Department. 

Accordingly  19  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  with 
the  following  results  : — 

M.  BLUE  ' B.  COLI 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

9 II  12  4 

TUBERCULOSIS 
Positive.  Negative. 

I II 

The  Production  side  of  the  milk  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  unsatisfactory 
samples  are  reported  to  the  Milk  Production  Officer  for  any 
action  he  may  deem  necessary.  Samples  which  prove  positive 
-to  the  test  of  tuberculosis  are  reported  to  the  Veterinary 
Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
and  in  the  case  found  one  cow  was  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order.  In  addition  this  milk  ceased  to  be  sold 
raw  and  was  sent  for  pasteurisation  before  delivery  to  the 
consumers. 


Factories. 

Routine  inspection  of  factories  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year.  There  were  sixty-seven  factories  on  the 
register  of  which  only  three  employ  a large  staff.  The 
remainder  are  mainly  small  own^r-occupied  businesses. 
Six  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  unsuitable  or 
defective  sanitary  accommodation,  of  which  five  had  been 
complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  notice  in  respect 
of  want  of  cleanliness  was  complied  with. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  number  and  various  types  of  sanitary  accommodation 
are  given  in  the  table  below.  The  figures  are  based  on 
alterations  noted  since  the  report  of  1945,  but  it  is  hoped  that 


a more  accurate  picture  will  emerge  as  the  Housing  Survey 
continues. 


No.  of  middens  ...  

1951 

620 

1950 

624 

No.  of  pail  closets  

155 

155 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets 

1,910 

1,808 

No.  of  waste  water  closets 

9 

9 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  

372 

372 

No.  of  moveable  ashbins 

1,645 

E579 

Conversions  to  fresh  water  closets 

4 

II 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  no  large  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  during 
the  year  and  routine  enquiries  were  made  in  all  cases  notified  ; 
17  houses  were  visited  in  connection  with  infectious  disease 
and  disinfection  carried  out  by  the  use  of  formaldehyde  gas. 
The  Council  have  no  apparatus  for  steam  disinfection  of 
bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  but  there  is  a tentative  arrangement 
for  the  use  of  plant  at  Wesham  Park  Hospital  when  necessary. 
One  house  was  found  to  be  infected  with  fleas,  and  disinfection 
of  all  rooms,  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  was  carried  out  with 
D.D.T. 

Movable  Dwellings. 

Whilst  the  problems  associated  with  camping  sites  and 
movable  dwellings  have  in  no  way  become  lessened,  it  can 
be  said  that  they  have  become  no  worse.  There  are  eighteen 
licensed  sites  in  the  area  which  are  authorised  to  accommodate 
690  dwellings  ; an  increase  of  105  over  last  year’s  figure. 
With  one  exception  all  sites  are  well  managed  and  maintained, 
and  site  owners  have  co-operated  well  in  every  way  with  the 
officers  of  the  department.  153  visits  were  made  during 
the  year,  and  no  action  beyond  that  of  an  informal  nature  was 
necessary.  All  the  sites  are  of  a permanent  nature,  caravans 
being  stationed  on  them  all  the  year  round.  Each  site  has 
its  authorised  number  of  dwellings  stationed  upon  it,  and  it 
is  perhaps  regrettable  that  this  leaves  no  room  for  the  genuine 
camper  and  holiday  maker  who  wishes  to  camp  for  perhaps 
two  weeks  and  then  return  home.  None  of  the  sites  cater 
for  tents  and  no  provision  is  made  in  the  district  for  camping 
in  its  true  sense. 

The  summer-time  population  of  movable  dwellings  in 
the  district  is  over  two  thousand  persons. 
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Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage. 


There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  area 
covered  by  the  Council’s  refuse  collection  service.  Refuse 
and  salvage  are  collected  from  the  R.A.F.  Camps  and 
establishments  at  Weeton,  Warton  and  Freckleton,  and  from 
the  whole  of  the  district  with  the  exception  of  two  parishes. 

The  department  consists  of  4 x 7 cu.  yard  Karrier  Bantam 
wagons,  with  three  men  to  each  vehicle  ; one  man  is  engaged 
as  refuse  tip  attendant,  another  is  engaged  as  salvage  operator 
and  relief  dustman.  Daily  supervision  is  exercised  by  the 
foreman  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 
Difficulties  continue  to  arise  in  cases  of  sickness  especially 
if  some  other  workman  is  on  holiday.  The  service  is  stretched 
to  the  limit,  and  the  engaging  of  one  additional  workman  is 
desirable  to  alleviate  the  already  heavy  burden  placed  upon 
the  staff.  The  Council  have  built  houses  in  the  Parishes  of 
Treales  and  Weeton,  and  further  building  is  anticipated. 
This  will  mean  in  the  not  too  distant  future,  that  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  the  question  of  refuse  collection 
in  these  Parishes,  and  may  also  mean  the  purchase  and 
manning  of  another  vehicle. 

Collections  are  carried  out  weekly  in  the  urban  parts  of 
the  district,  and  fortnightly  in  the  more  rural  areas.  Refuse 
is  disposed  of  at  tips  in  Wesham,  Singleton  and  Warton. 
The  latter  tip  is  almost  filled  and  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise 
in  the  disposal  of  refuse  from  Freckleton  and  Warton,  without 
bringing  it  all  the  way  to  Wesham. 

Salvage  continued  to  be  collected  and  disposed  of  at  an 
encouraging  rate.  Market  prices  remained  steady  and  the 
amount  of  waste  paper  salvaged  shows  a slight  increase  in 
weight.  Baled  paper  was  sold  to  the  Ribble  Paper  Mills, 
Preston,  and  baled  tins  to  Thos.  Ward  & Co.,  Manchester. 

Below  is  a summary  of  the  weight  and  cash  value  of 
salvage  disposed  of  during  the  year  : — 


Material 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  £ s.  d. 
66  9 2 966  5 5 

6 15  2 24  II  2 


Waste  Paper 


Baled  Tins 
Baled  Rags 


15  o 9 10  o 


Total  ...  74  o 0/1,000  6 7 
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Water  Supply. 

The  number  of  houses  on  a district  mains  supply  is  2,479. 
The  number  of  connections  to  new  and  existing  houses 
during  the  year  was  63,  and  to  agricultural  premises  i. 

The  water  undertakers  are  the  Fylde  Water  Board.  No 
unsatisfactory  reports  have  been  received  with  regard  to  the 
quality  of  the  mains  supplies  and  the  district  is  well  situated 
in  this  respect. 

There  have  been  no  major  extensions  of  water  mains 
during  the  period  under  review. 


Rodent  Control. 

The  duties  of  part-time  Rodent  Operator  are  carried  out 
by  the  General  Foreman  of  the  Health  Department.  The 
previous  foreman  was  trained  but  has  now  retired.  His 
successor  will  be  attending  a course  of  instruction  as  soon  as 
one  is  arranged  within  a convenient  travelling  distance. 

The  district,  is,  on  the  whole,  in  a very  satisfactory 
position  as  regards  its  freedom  from  heavy  rat  infestation. 
The  greatest  majority  of  agricultural  premises  have  contracts 
with  the  Lancashire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  for 
systematic  treatment,  the  sewers  once  again  showed  no 
infestation,  and  only  four  complaints  of  surface  infestation 
were  received. 

Seven  Local  Authority  properties,  290  dwellings,  i 
agricultural  premises,  and  3 business  premises  were  inspected. 
Minor  infestations  were  found  at  5 Local  Authority  properties 
(tips  and  sewerage  works),  3 dwellings,  i agricultural  premises, 
and  3 business  premises.  Two  infestations  of  mice  were 
found.  With  the  exception  of  the  agricultural  property  all 
infestations  were  treated  by  the  Local  Authority.  A charge 
is  made  for  work  done  at  business  premises  whilst  the  service 
for  dwelling  houses  is  carried  out  free  of  charge. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  experiments  were  made 
with  the  use  of  the  new  poison  bait  “Warfarin”  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip  at  Wart  on.  The  results  were  very  encouraging 
and  whilst  the  cost  may  be  slighty  higher  than  previous  baits 
and  poisons,  this  is  more  than  balanced  by  the  longer  period 
over  which  the  tip  remained  clear  of  rats  after  treatment. 
Further  trials  will  be  made  in  varying  types  of  property. 
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Housing. 

(A)  Statistics. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  66 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  58 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  8 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  328 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose..  473 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation ...  56 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation  23 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notice  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officer  15 
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Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936 Nil. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners 10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  & 13  of  the  Housing 

Act  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ,..  Nil, 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit Nil. 

Housing  Act  1936.  Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  No  recent  survey . 

(2)  Number  of  new  cases  reported 

during  year ...  Nil. 

No  schemes  were  submitted  by  private  individuals  to  the 
Local  Authority,  or  by  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Ministry 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  GRAHAM,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.L, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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